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I am attaching herewitl^a^inemorandiam^frpm Marshall Gre en 


on the subject o£^~resiimptioh'"o£" the~nie'Sot^patroT^^ J ijly ow n^ j 

jud gme nt. is„.that there is no sound justification fd r'the ’ 

r e sump t ion of Jthe^ jg a tjAis^ time . 

We were fortunate in the result of the recent Tonkin Gulf 
incident with our counter strike. We gained the respect of many 
countries by the determination shown, and the acquiesence of 
others who are reserving judgment. 

Should these gahrqls..b.e...r.e.sumed , however, it would raise 
serious question in the minds of most pec' 1 * the world and 
also" many in the United - States'. It is difficult to develop a 
convincing military reason for the resumption of the patrols 
and therefore they will probably be interpreted as deliberate 
provocation. Moreover, the United States Government would 
probably be held responsible for whatever escalation occurs 
from then on. 

I do not know the risks .of a possible torped o hi t on one 
of our destroyers but should this occur, the consequences at 
hbme~and abroad would be difficult to cope with. 
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So far, I believe we are ahead in world and domestic 
opinion, but I am convinced we wou ld suffer a major political 
loss from a repition. 

A 

Our present preoccupation should be in establishing a. 
sound political base in Saigon which would reflect itself in 
greater political stability elsewhere. 

Consideration should be given to the desirability of an 
at tackTon other t ar S ets outside of Vietnam' and the time when 
such attacks would be most useful — particularly ground and 
air attack on targets in the northern part of the Laotian 
corridor. Souvanna must, of course, be consulted. The 
convincing .argument for this is that whatever facilities or 
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personnel are found, have no right to be there. I would hope 
that Souyanna would respond favorably to_ our request^that 
these attacks be undertaken by the Laotian Air Force. ~~ 

I do not believe an y attack should be contemplated at this 
time without : Jthe full ..consideration of" where ' i t^goes'^f roa 
there and its effect on the political situation^ in Saigon and 
elsewhere. 


cc: S/VN - Mr. Forres tal 

FE - Mr. Green 



Hurriedly .dictated before 
departure but basically my st rong 
view. 
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